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1 . PAST WEEK OR SO HAS PRODUCED NUMBER OF RUMORS OF 
UNREST IN ALGERIA. AS USUAL, AREAS OF AGREEMENT AS TO 
WHAT, IF ANYTHING, HAS BEEN GOING ON, ARE FEW. FOLLOW- 
ING IS OUR BEST ESTIMATE OF SITUATION. 

2. LAWLESSNESS IN SAIDA: ALL OUR SOURCES BELIEVE THERE 
WAS SOME SORT OF DISORDER IN TOWN OF SAIDA IN WESTERN 
ALGERIA AT END OF FEBRUARY. INCIDENT ALMOST CERTAINLY 
INVOLVED SOME SORT OF ARMED ATTACK ON A SECURITY FORCES 
POST, EITHER POLICE OR GENDARMERIE, AND ATTACKERS GEN- 
ERALLY BELIEVED TO HAVE SEIZED ARMS DURING RAID. MOST 
PRECISE FIGURE FOR WAPONS TAKEN IS 30. THIS COMES 

FROM POLICE OR ARMY OPERATIVE WHO SEARCHED VEHICLE OF 
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EXPATRIATE SOURCE IN SAIDA REGION AT TIME OF RAID. WE 
HAVE NO RELIABLE CASUALTY ESTIMATES. AS SUGGESTED 
ALGIERS 793, OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF LAW FORBIDDING 
USE OF MILITARY UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT BY CIVILIANS 
INDICATES POSSIBLE REGIME CONCERN THAT UNIFORMS BEING 
USED BY PREPETRATORS OF INCIDENTS TO GAIN ACCESS TO 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 
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3. PUBLIC GOA REACTION WAS TO TIGHTEN POLICE CONTROLS 
ON INTERNAL AIR ALGERIE FLIGHTS DURING EARLY PART OF 
MARCH. A POLICE OFFICIAL IN ORAN TOLD AIR ALGERIE 
CUSTOMER IN EMBOFF'S HEARING THAT AIRPORT SECURITY 
INCREASED BECAUSE "SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED." WE HAVE 
HAD LITTLE REPORTING ON WHAT SORT OF SECURITY MEASURES 
MAY BE IN EFFECT ON ROADS. 

4. SECOND INCIDENT THAT EVIDENTLY CAUSED REGIME CONCERN 
WAS DEMONSTRATION WHICH TOOK PLACE MARCH 9 WHEN BODY OF 
EX-COUNCIL OF REVOLUTION MEMBER RAID AHMED WAS RETURNED 
FROM MOROCCO TO HIS NATIVE TOWN OF TIARET IN WESTERN 
ALGERIA. ACCORDING TO LE MONDE. 10,000 PEOPLE TURNED 

OUT FOR BODY'S ARRIVAL, AND ALTHOUGH THERE WAS APPARENTLY 
NO VIOLENCE, CROWD IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN HOSTILE TO REGIME. 

5. BEYOND THIS, THERE ARE MORE SPECULATIVE REPORTS. 

WEST GERMAN EMBASSY, CITING SOURCE WITH GOOD SECURITY 
FORCE CONTACTS, CLAIMS THAT ATTACK ON SAIDA GENDARMERIE 
POST WAS FOLLOWED BY ATTACK ON LOCAL BANK. WEST GERMANS 
HAVE ALSO HEARD FROM SAME SOURCE THAT THERE HAVE BEEN 
SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF DESERTIONS IN SECOND AND THIRD 
MILITARY REGIONS IN WEST AND SOUTHWEST. FINALLY, WEST 
GERMANS’ SOURCE CLAIMS THAT LARGE QUANTITIES OF MILL 
TARY EQUIPMENT WERE RECENTLY BEING SOLD IN ORAN BLACK 
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MARKET. 

6. LABOR DIFFICULTIES: THERE ARE ALSO REMORS OF WORK 
STOPPAGES IN VARIOUS ENTERPRISES AROUND COUNTRY. ONLY 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION WE HAVE IS THAT ALGIERS GARBAGEMEN 
HAVE STAGED A NUMBER OF WILDCAT STRIKES OVER PAST SIX 
WEEKS TO TWO MONTHS AND THAT THERE HAS BEEN FURTHER 
TROUBLE AT ALGIERS PORT. OTHER REPORTS, RANGING FROM 
STRIKE AND SUBSEQUENT DISMISSAL OF 1600 WORKERS AT A 
STATE CONSTRUCTION ENTERPRISE IN BEJAIA TO TO WALKOUTS 
IN TWO ALGIERS CEMENT PLANTS STILL UNCONFIRMED. HOW- 
EVER, ALL SOURCES BELIEVE THAT WAGE INCREASES PROMISED 
FOR JANUARY 1 HAVE NOT BEEN PAID, AND THIS FAILURE COULD 
REASONABLY BE EXPECTED TO CAUSE LABOR TROUBLES. 

7. COMMENT: FOREGOING REPRESENTS LARGEST SPATE OF 
RUMORS OF UNREST THAT WE CAN RECALL HEARING IN SHORT 
SPACE OF TIME DURING LAST TWO YEARS. ALTHOUGH WE TAKE 
EACH REPORT WITH GRAIN OF SALT, WE NEVERTHELESS BELIEVE 
THAT LEVEL OF UNREST HAS INCREASED IN RECENT WEEKS. AT 
MOMENT, WE INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT COUNTRY MAY BE 
ENTERING ONE OF ITS MORE OR LESS ANNUAL PERIODS OF 
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UNEASE, CAUSED LARGELY BY INFLATION AND LOW QUALITY 
OF LIFE. NEVERTHELESS, REPORTS OF DISSIDENCE ARE 
MORE NUMEROUS THAN USUAL. TIME SHOULD TELL WHETHER 
THEY ARE VARIATIONS ON SAIDA INCIDENT THEME OR WHETHER 
TROUBLE HAS BEEN MORE WIDESPREAD.STEPHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALLEGATIONS, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ALGIER00893 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 22-0964 
Format: TEL 
From: ALGIERS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780349/aaaabpjr.tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8b5cf2c3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 ALGIERS 793 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 3274514 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNREST IN ALGERIA 

TAGS: PINS, AG 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8b5cf2c3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



